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N e w s l e t t e r  

Keeping the Faith  

for 40 years 

1976 ~ 2016 

Sunday Worship – The Advent/Christmas Experience 
Explore the Bible (Joshua, Judges, Ruth) 

Our Explore the Bible readings now return to the Old Testament where the people of God are now 

ready to enter the Promised Land. Joshua (Moses’ successor) will lead God’s people into the land 

God had promised He would one day give to Abraham and his descendants. God will give His 

people victory as they rely on God’s strength and promise. As we enter the season of Advent we 

will see a parallel story in the coming of Jesus (His name in Hebrew is “Joshua”). Jesus is the new 

“Joshua” who will lead His people (US) into the Promised Land (the Kingdom of God – now and 

forever). Join us for worship during the Sundays of Advent to hear this marvelous story of the 

Promised Land as each Advent candle is lit with a promise of God. (Personal study guides again 

are available in the back for continued study and discussion with others – suggested donation 

cost per book is $10.) 

 Dec. 4 – Joshua 1:1-9 – “Commissioned” 2nd Sunday of Advent 

 God’s commission includes the promise of His presence and the expectation of 

obedience. 

  We light the second Advent candle (the Gift of Love) 

 Dec. 11 – Joshua 6:12-25 – “Conquest”    3rd Sunday of Advent 

God gives His people victory when they trust Him and obey His commands 

 We light the third Advent candle (the Gift of Peace) 

Dec. 18 – Joshua 10:6-14 – “Commitment Kept”  4th Sunday of Advent 

Always in control, God uses all situations to bring about His purposes. 

 We light the fourth Advent candle (the Gift of Life) 

Dec. 25 – John 1:1-14 – “The Word Became Flesh”  Christmas Day 

A worship celebration of Christmas carols and readings 

 We light the Christ candle in the Advent wreath 

 

Midweek Advent Service 
4 Wednesdays (November 30, December 7, 14, 21) – 7 PM 

Once again we will be gathering during the Advent season to pause, reflect and meditate on the 

season of Advent (the coming of Christ). Our theme this year is “From Heaven Above,” a hymn 

that was written by Martin Luther. The service (and hymn) will focus on the divine gifts that come 

down to us through the birth of Jesus. We will again be using the Holden Evening Prayer as our 

worshiping liturgy each week. Each service will be preceded by a free-will offering meal in the 

fellowship hall (served between 6:00 and 6:30 p.m.   

 Nov. 30 – The Gift of Hope (based on Matthew 12:15-21, we will hear how the people of 

Israel waited for the promised Messiah and learn how we can wait in hope for His return on the 

Last Day).  

 Dec. 7 – The Gift of Love (based on John 3:13-17, we will hear how the steadfast love of 

God is shown and displayed in His only Son and learn how His love is shared with the world 

through His followers). 

 Dec. 14 – The Gift of Peace (based on John 14:25-27, we will be reminded that we have 

peace with God in Christ Jesus and learn how we are called to spread that peace to the entire 

world). 
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 Dec. 21 – The Gift of Life (based on John 1:1-5, we will be assured that through faith in Jesus 

we now have life in His name and are promised eternal life in heaven to come).  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight/ Christmas Day Services 
Saturday, December 24 at 5 PM and 11 PM 

Sunday, December 25 at 10 AM 

Once again we will be celebrating the birth of Christ with two candlelight services on Christmas 

Eve, December 24.  Our first service will be held at 5 PM where the Sunday school will be involved 

in the service (see Pastor Matt’s youth calendar articles for more details on this service). Our 

second service will be held at 11 PM as a service of Christmas carols and reflections on the birth of 

Jesus. Since Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, we will have a Service of Readings and 

Carols at 10 AM (no Sunday school). Please join us with your family as we celebrate Christ’s birth 

and its importance to us when God became “flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 

truth” (John 1:14). 

 

Congregation Annual Meeting 
Sunday, December 18 – immediately after worship 

Our annual congregational meeting is set for Sunday, December 18, immediately following our 

worship service in the fellowship hall. Our agenda is to pass a budget for 2017.  The budget will be 

distributed and presented to the congregation on Sunday, December 4, following worship. This 

Sunday (December 4) will allow for discussion, answer questions regarding the proposed budget, 

and allow for any changes in our budget for our meeting on December 18 to approve and pass a 

budget for 2017. Jeff Jensen will also be present at our December 4 meeting to explain how 

“Simply Giving” (online giving program) works and answer any questions you may have. 

 

Change the World School of Prayer 
Mondays (December 12, January 9) – 7 PM 

Our next Change the World School of Prayer teaching session will be held on Monday, December 

12, beginning at 7 PM.  We will be reviewing and discussing Lesson Six: The Prayer Warrior’s Praise 

Life where we will understand 12 realities of a praise life. On January 9 we will watch the last 

teaching: The Prayer Warrior’s Marching Orders. Dick Eastman (founder of Every Home for Christ) 

has taught his “Change the World School of Prayer” for 40 years and is putting his teaching 

sessions online. We gather at the church to listen to his teachings each month and pray after 

each of his three segments. You are welcome to come to any of the teachings. If you cannot 

attend, you can watch his teachings online at www.ehc.org/CTWSOP and click “Watch on 

Demand” and listen to each session. You can either download a lesson or order a student book. 

(We also encourage you to take a postcard in the back of the church and continue praying for 

revival in our congregation and the region.) 

 

Monthly Senior Ministry 
1st Tuesdays at 11:30 AM (December  6) 

Our Seniors met in the fellowship hall on Tuesday, Nov. 1, for a noon meal, fellowship, and to learn 

the 12-Step Prayer Program from Every Home for Christ that was developed by Dick Eastman that 

can be a guide as we seek to pray daily in our own “gap” room. The two keys to maturing in our 

faith are Prayer and God’s Word. 

 

http://www.ehc.org/CTWSOP
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Each month we are examining four critical practices that make living in community not only 

necessary but when expressed make for a beautiful community that attracts others. These necessary 

practices are (1) Truth-Telling, (2) Gratitude, (3) Promise-Keeping, and (4) Hospitality according to 

Christine Pohl in her book “Living in Community: Cultivating Practices That Sustain Us.” In the past 

two newsletters we have talked about “Truth-Telling” and “Gratitude,” so this month we will look 

more closely at “Promise-Making” and “Promise-Keeping.” Making and keeping promises provide the 

framework for every relationship and every community in which we live. Promises shape our lives and 

our futures (both positive and negative) and when kept knit together love, life and sacrifice. Christine 

Pohl writes about making a promise with these words: “we voluntarily obligate ourselves to ‘perform 

some future course of action,’ often for another person’s benefit. In doing this, we reach into an 

uncertain and unpredictable future, with the intention of binding ‘ourselves to someone or something.’ 

It is our intention in the present that then shapes or affects our future.” She goes on to say that “keeping 

our promises is closely related to personal integrity. We lose part of ourselves when we don’t keep our 

word.” People who lived 100 years ago would be alarmed at how often today people don’t keep their 

word and think nothing of it. In those days long ago grandparents often told their grandchildren: “Don’t 

forget – never forget – your word is your bond.” A “bond” meant if you say you will do something, 

you had better do it, and the only assurance you need from a good person is his or her promise. In fact, 

more than duty or obligation, making and keeping promises were central to a person’s character and 

integrity. 
 

However, today our moral vocabulary related to fidelity and promising has been trivialized. Part of 

the reason is a result of the continual hype of advertising where we are promised incredible results 

whether it be diet plans, detergents, or running shoes. We have become cynical when we hear 

politicians make impossible promises to whatever constituency they are courting. And yet we continue 

to make promises which result in certain expectations (we often arrange our behavior and choices 

around these expectations). And when a promise is not kept or is thoughtlessly broken, we experience 

feelings of betrayal and disappointment. And even if a promise is minor and is broken with good 

reason, we still feel its pain. Promises are deeply connected to our ability to sustain hope, and broken 

promises and betrayals happen far too often in our lives. 
 

So what does God do in the midst of these promises that seem to disappoint more than give life and 

hope? God comes to us with His promises and hope. Advent and Christmas is about God giving us 

hope that will not disappoint (Romans 5:4).  A hope that is given and sustained in His Son, Jesus, who 

said: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18) and “Lo, I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  It is a promise that Paul wrote in his letter to the churches 

in Galatia: “But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son” (Galatians 4:4) One of the things 

you learn early about God is that God is a “covenant” God, meaning He is a God who makes and keeps 

promises (every single one of them). When Adam and Eve sinned God promised a Savior one day who 

would “crush the head” of our enemy, Satan (Genesis 3:15). He is a God who promises to bless us and 

the world through His people (Abraham and his descendants in Genesis 12:1-3). He promised to be the 

God of the Israelite people as they gathered at Mount Sinai after the Exodus event (Exodus 20:2). He is 

the God of promise who declared He would one day “put His law in our minds and write it on our 

hearts” (Jeremiah 31:33). He is the God who appeared before Mary and Joseph and promised that the 

child born to them would be the savior of the world (Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38). I could go 

Pastor Steve’s Letter:  

“Making and keeping promises as a way of life sustains community”  
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on and on for the Scriptures are full of promises of God given to us (all of which God will keep and 

can never break). 
 

So what about our promise-making and promise-keeping as a people, as a congregation, as a 

follower and disciple of Jesus Christ?  All of us at one time or another have made promises to God—

some we have kept but many were either broken, forgotten, or ignored. Christine Pohl goes on to say: 

“to make a promise involves recognizing that, under most circumstances, it should be kept. If taken 

seriously, the words of promise carry within themselves some of the force of action. We can make 

promises and commitments without saying ‘I promise,’ and sometimes when we say ‘I promise,’ we 

mean to emphasize a point or commitment rather than express an intention about the future.” But 

promises made with intent of being put into action can have a stabilizing impact on a person, a group, 

and congregation. Pohl writes here: “If we haven’t made a promise, or if we don’t take seriously the 

one we have made, it often seems easier and more sensible to move on or move out when serious 

difficulties arise. In situations where we have given our word or made some commitment—even when 

things are very hard—we are more likely to stay.” 
 

Thank God today that He made a commitment to be your God in the waters of baptism all the days 

of your life. He promises never to leave or forsake us. As a congregation we made explicit promises to 

each other. In baptism we make seven promises to our children as their parents. As a congregation we 

promise to support and pray for these new families. Whenever a person joins our congregation we 

make promises to support and pray for them. Promise-making and promise-keeping is critical to our 

community. Whenever anyone walks through our doors at church, Jesus has asked us to care for them 

as Jesus said: “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me” (Matthew 25:40). As we approach another Advent and Christmas season, let us remember the God 

of promise who comes to us in Jesus Christ. Let us also remember that we are called to be a people of 

promise and welcome. As we heard Mark Vander Tuig (Service Coordinator of the LCMC) say at our 

40th anniversary: “60% of the population of Norfolk has never been in a church or knows what happens 

inside a church.” 60%!!! Did you hear that? What would our response be if one of those 60% outside 

the church walked into our church? How would they be received? They have come before. Did you 

notice them? Did you care that they were in our midst? Jesus said “He” was here in the person who 

came. And not just guests but in our own congregational members.  Let’s seek to take our promises 

more seriously and seek to welcome all and extend a verbal invitation to all!!! Our God of promise is 

waiting and watching to see what’s in our hearts. Are we willing or are our promises shallow and 

empty—devoid of action. Imagine if God brought us 50-100 more members in the coming year—

would we be ready and willing?  Just a thought to consider this Advent season. 
 

Seeking to be all God has called me to be and do, 

Pastor Steve’s Letter: (continued) 
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This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, 

'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ”  Matthew 3:3 
 

Cue the music…(the tune of Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas) 
 

Have yourself a penitential little Advent, let your heart be contrite, 

from now on our sins will be in our plain sight.  
 

Have yourself a penitential little Advent, wait with hope and longing,  

from now on we must prepare for Jesus’ second coming.  Ohhhh. 
 

Here we are in these last days, heaven preparation days before,  

Jesus comes to be near to us, to gather us from here, for heaven. 
 

Through the years we all have been together, celebrating Christmas, but the Lord’s Second 

Coming is sure to be, so repent and have yourself a penitential little Advent now. 
 

Jesus comes to be judge of all, righteous holy judge,  

He is, as foretold in Gospel stories, we need to clear our path, for Him. 
 

It’s now time to focus on an Advent, not to light the Tree, Cross and Grave are set before us as the 

way, so we need to have a penitential little Advent – NOW..... 
 

Blessed Advent ! 
 

    We don’t like waiting for anything.  We are an impatient people.  But when it comes to the 

Second Coming and Advent we are so impatient, I think, that we never even wait for it; we just 

revert to memory and remembrance and try to celebrate Christmas.  Perhaps it’s because Christmas 

is cute or whatever, but the fact is that Advent is a season of the Church Year and it really should 

be taken seriously.  Possibly the penitential, reflective nature of the season is too much to face; but 

Advent is about looking to, acknowledging, and asking hard questions of ourselves all in relation 

to the Second Coming of Christ.   

    But, that again is where I think people miss the power of the Advent Season.  Instead of jumping 

headlong into the Christmas season prior to Thanksgiving, we should stop, reflect and longingly 

wait for Jesus to return.  We stop to take account of our lives and how we are living them in 

relationship to the scriptural message of being a disciple.  We reflect on God’s call for following 

and becoming obedient, humble servants and what is needed in our lives to help us move to be 

more like Christ in all those areas.  Finally, we wait longingly, in expectation with anticipation, for 

Christ Jesus to come back and what a gloriously splendid thing heaven will be for all who go home 

with Him.   

    But the waiting and preparing, I believe, is the gift of Advent.  Not wanting to run into 

Christmas and remembrance of the First Coming, but to wait for what the First Coming was all 

about, which is, in the end, the Second Coming.  At Christmas we hear the text that the people who 

live in darkness have seen a great light, and we hear the angel host proclaim to shepherds, “I bring 

you Good News of great joy which shall be for all the people.”  I believe the reason that doesn’t 

have the transformational power it should have in our lives is because we deny we live in darkness, 

so what value is a great light (and why wait for it)? We also deny that we, like the shepherds, are 

outcast, alone, broken and in bondage to sin, so what good can Good News really bring if life is 

Pastor matt’s Letter:   
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really good.  Don’t mistake this for saying, we should be suffering, but we need Advent — the 

preparation for the Second Coming to help put us back before the mirror, to call us to repentance, 

to shake loose what we have tried to cover up.  Try this.  Don’t decorate for Christmas until the 

Wednesday before Christmas, wait for it.  Don’t light any Christmas lights until Christmas Eve 

after returning from worship where the Light is proclaimed.  Just wait for it.  Wait, watch, stay 

awake, prepare a way; and see if the sudden introduction of that light and those decorations don’t 

make your celebration even more powerful.   

 
Blessings on your journey, 

Youth calendar  
 

Sunday School Exploration of the Bible – A time of Gathering happens from 8:45 to 8:50 in the 

fellowship hall and then all the classes break out into their learning areas.  This year as we continue 

digging deeper in the Word we are moving our focus to look into more of the Epistles beginning in  

1 Peter.  We want to thank all those who are serving the kingdom giving their time and talents to pass 

on the faith to our youth.  Please thank these individuals for their service to Our children. 

Sunday School Superintendent – Amanda Cyboron 

3 & 4 year olds - Kindergarten Fern Zechmann, Kristy Rosberg, teacher assistant Micheyla 

Anderson 

1st through 3rd Grade Amanda Cyboron 

4th through 6th Grade Judy Carstens, Patrick Olson 

Jr. High and High School Mary Weich, Greg Moen, Charlie Skoglund, and Brian Anderson 

 

Confirmation Brunch Fundraiser – Thank you to everyone who came, who ate, and who gave so 

generously. You helped raise over $500 for the Confirmation Class to help do ministry such as dinners 

at the Mission, a couple of learning retreats, and perhaps even a summer mission trip.  Thank you, 

Thank you, THANK YOU.   

 

College Student Exam Snacks – That’s right, not only is Christmas around the corner but so are 

exams for our college age students.  This year along with sending them snacks for their bellies and 

energy for taking tests, we also want to collect notes of support and encouragement.  So from 

November 27 through December 7 please bring to the church 10 sets of individually packaged 

snacks, drink mixes, homemade goodies.  Again things such as pudding cups, cracker packs, candy 

bars, cookies, hot cocoa, etc.  But please also bring notes for each of our college age youth.  Their 

names are posted on the window outside the cry-room.  Just a short note addressed to each to wish 

them well, remind them God is with them, and to encourage them.  

 

As part of Wednesday Night Alive on December 7th we are going to package and prepare to send 

all the snacks out so they have blessings before exams for this fall time.  
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Family Christmas Worship – Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m. the Children and Youth of CTS will be 

leading us in Worship and Program – A CHRISTMAS TO BELIEVE IN.  This worship will celebrate 

the telling of the Christ Child’s birth through song and story as well as a communion celebration and 

candle light celebration at the close of worship.  Come along with us and bring a friend to hear the 

Good New which is for ALL the people of Christmas. 

 

Hey YOUTH – Youth Group, Confirmation, and FLYTE are going to join forces this year to 

take part in our annual Christmas Caroling and Meal Delivery night AND ALL AGES ARE 

INVITED TO JOIN IN WITH US!  On Saturday, Dec. 17, the youth will be gathering at the 

fellowship hall to make meals, pack gifts and prepare for a night of caroling.  Youth will meet at 10 

a.m. (but I will confirm this as we get closer and know who is participating) so as to be prepared to 

depart at 6 p.m. to carol and deliver meals.  The congregation is invited to join us at 6 p.m. as we 

divide up to cover the city and all of our shut-ins and widows and widowers as we carol and bring to 

them a bit of Holiday Cheer made by the youth.  Then back to the fellowship hall to share in some 

soup, goodies, and Christmas cheer together.   COME AND TAKE PART in this very fun and 

important ministry of CTS this holiday season.  

 

Youth calendar (CONTINUED) 

CTS CHILDCARE UPDATE 

  

 

Thank you to everyone who brought paper towels for the daycare. This month we are accepting baby 

wipes. 

Hi, my name is Gracelynn 
and i am 9 months old. My 
Mom is student teaching 
through Wayne State and 

my Dad is working at Good 
life Counseling

Hi, My name is Matthew, I am 20 
months old. My moms name is 
Hallie. I am a returning child to 

the daycare. My Mom is a 
student at Norfolk Senior High. 
My Grandma Lisa works at the 

daycare>

Hi, My name is Eric or Junior. I 
am 13 months old. My moms 

name is Samantha and she works 
at Midtown Health. 
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Board of Spiritual Oversight Meeting 

October 18, 2016, 6:35 p.m. 

Attendance: Linda Cyboron, Matt Bahnfleth, Steve Lund, Brian Anderson, Greg Moen, Becky Bahnfleth 

Linda opened with devotion:  Being in the right relationship with God centered on Col. 1:27.  Can others see Christ through 

us when we face difficulties? 

Minutes from last meeting will be approved through e mail.   

Approval of next board meeting on November 22nd, 2016 

Financial report : Greg Moen 

Simply Giving has been brought to discussion by the group under Stewardship.  Simply giving is a direct deposit program.  

There is a $20.00 a month fee.  Simply Giving follows 1st Corinthians 16:2 – “On the first day of every week, each one of 

you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 

have to be made.”  This is a program through Thrivent.  The discussion followed that this may be more convenient, some 

members still may like to write checks.  This may be advantageous for those members that leave for long periods of time.  

They can still have offering given.  More to come, Thrivent will promote this. 

2017 Budget planning process 

Greg distributed the financial reports.  January through September spreadsheets were done in congregation.  Christensen 

accounting will do the books, not the financial spreadsheet.  September was the worst month for offerings. 3 payrolls hit in 

this month also.  This happens a couple times a year. 

Childcare has two week lag time; Danita will start billing the state twice a month.   

As we read financial report it was confusing, we will see about getting the report modified. 

Discipleship -   Charlie Skoglund 

Wednesday Night Alive has begun (WNA)  it is going OK, we are getting about 30 people on average.  Please try to attend.  

Lifelong Learning needs new chair as Charlie has stepped down.   

Welcome Packet -  2 weeks ago Charlie asked for submittance.  Pastors need to fill out their information, as do other group 

leaders.  Charlie is not getting a very quick response from groups for information packets.  Bullet points are preferred when 

submitting information. We want this packet done for 40th anniversary.  Charlie suggests teams meet once a month and 

then the teams need to communicate.  Dates are needing to be known for events to eliminate doubling up or missing events. 

Discipleship team leaders need to be identified.  There will be a meeting on the 26that WNA.  One Representative from 

each team should be there. Welcome/Hospitality,  Fellowship, childcare, Stewardship/Membership, Mission/Ministry. 

Childcare 

Renewed Hope Church (Jay Daniel’s church) donated $500.00 toward the center.  The pancake feed made $1,100.00.  

Danita is currently looking for flooring.  Embrace Grace started on October 10th.  This class reaches out to single mom’s to 

exhibit God’s grace to each mom. Volunteers are needed please see Linda Cyboron, Pastor Matt, or Danita for information.  

Staff evaluations 

The personnel committee wanted to get input from the congregation.  There are questions about the best way to do this. 

Garry Seefeldt will be here November 17-20.  He will want to know how ministry is happening on teams.  We need to set 

up meeting times with teams.   

40th Anniversary      November 20th, 2016 

There is a meal planned, we are trusting donations will come in for this.  It will cost $400.00 approximately.  Pastor Steve is 

looking for service group to cater.  LCMC Coordinator, Mark Vander Tuig will be present for celebration.   Invites have 

gone out. 

Worship – Brian Anderson 

There was a meeting Tuesday the 25th.  We will have 3 students reaffirming their Baptism on Reformation Sunday which is 

October 30th.  Becky would like a schedule of musicians at least three months in advance for planning purposes.  This will 

ensure coverage for services. 
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Service 

Meals on Wheels scheduled for February 6-17 2017.  There will be sign - up sheets.  No one signed up to work the tables 

for Pack Away Hunger. There were sign- up sheets on the back table for a couple of weeks. 

Linda submitted notes for Mission Ministry team meeting, and submitted information for informational packet. 

Fellowship 

We need a board member to fill position left open by the resignation of Michelle Anderson.  We accept this resignation with 

regrets and thank Michelle for her service. 

Pastoral Reports 

Pastor Steve is working on VISTA. This is a team approach to discipleship.  He will be working with 4/5 people starting in 

January, to be part of a coalition team to develop adults into disciples.  He is currently on the second stage.   

Pastor Matt is getting ready for the busy season of Advent, Christmas and Lent.  He is doing fine after his medical leave.  

Congregational Meeting Dates coming up 

December 4th will be a question and answer meeting on the budget. 

December 18th will be the Annual Meeting. 

Linda passed around the blessing jar.  Each member took a slip with a verse written on it.  Verses were : John 16:33, Is 

43:18-19, John 14:18, Is 43:1-4, Gen. 50:21, and Ps. 25:5.  Look these up, it was very fitting for our group. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Bahnfleth 

 

§ 

 

November 22, 2016  

Board of Spiritual Oversight Meeting 

 

Attendance: Greg Moen, Linda Cyboron, Charlie Skoglund, Brian Anderson, Pastor Steve Lund, Becky Bahnfleth, Pastor 

Matt Bahnfleth 

Minutes from October 18, 2016 meeting were read by Becky Bahnfleth, approved by Linda Cyboron and Charlie Skoglund.  

Greg added to the minutes that Simply Giving needs to be discussed by the Board of Administration for designated giving.  

Stewardship needs to be involved in discussion. There is a concern that giving needs to be only to general giving so the 

bookkeeping doesn’t get to confusing. 

General Meetings 

December 4th will be the Budget approval meeting after church     

December 13th the Board will meet for monthly meeting 

December 18th is the Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Financial Report 

October was a better month.  It was a 5 Sunday month.  Childcare turned a profit and it was noted that this is what we can 

expect from now on.  Church income was also positive.  Greg is still finalizing the budget so some numbers will change.  

This board will meet with the Administration Board on November 28th to look the new budget over before the 

congregational meeting on December 4th. 

Childcare 

The childcare is doing well.  There is a waiting list.  The role lost two children due to a change in foster parents.  Danita is 

working on getting payments from these foster parents.  On December 5th there will be 2 new babies coming.  The biggest 

need is volunteers!! Volunteers over the noon hour and nap time would be greatly appreciated.  Danita is working hard to 

keep the labor cost down.  Carpeting is getting scheduled to be put down in December; this was purchased with an outside 

gift.  Danita has another monetary gift coming in.   The October financial is pretty solid and will be what to expect from 

now on, or close to it.  One mom is asking about baptism while others have expressed preference of the Christian 

atmosphere.  Because of the need for volunteers, Danita has been looking at Employment Works for extra workers and 
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volunteers.  Embrace Grace is going well.  Three people shared their testimonies during the last meeting.  Katie is currently 

setting up a Doula for a visit.  These are 12 weeks sessions with a video curriculum focused on setting up a relationship with 

Jesus.  December 10th is the Baby Shower for our mom.  We are trying to get big ticket items donated for this shower; car 

set, bouncers, pack n plays etc.  Mission and Ministry team has donated a Mom’s Devotional Bible, Fern is making a 

blanket, we are looking for baby wipes, toiletries, and outfits.  We can post a list of needs/gifts.  Mom is due in January but 

looks to be induced in late December so to have the maximum day’s home before school starts.  Anyone involved with the 

Childcare has been invited to the Thanksgiving luncheon on November 23rd.  Lutheran Family Services has also offered to 

provide services such as counseling. 

40th Anniversary Review 

There will be a Thank you note sent to Renewed Hope Church for helping serve for the meal. 

We served between 90-100 people. The doves are nice, people were taking pictures of them and sending them on to family 

members.   

Discipleship 

Amanda Cyboron has been the go to person for Charlie Skoglund.  There has been nothing back from teams for the 

Welcome Booklet.  Out of all the members that were on the team to start, only 2 or 3 are still actively helping.  Recruitment 

is necessary.   

Worship 

We need a regular practice time for worship teams.  The music program is struggling.  Contemporary services are the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays.  1st Sunday is Traditional, 3rd Sunday is Now the Feast.  Advent begins on November 30th with Holden 

Evening Prayer.  There are 4 Advent services this year.  The Women of CTS are meeting December 2nd to decorate for the 

season.  Christmas Eve services will be led by Pastor Matt at 5, which will include the children’s program and communion, 

and 11 for candlelight with Pastor Steve. Pastor Matt will lead Christmas Day with hymns and readings.   

Mission and Ministry 

We gave money to Embrace Grace for the Mom’s Devotional Bible.  Margaret has been setting up preliminary ideas for the 

Eucharistic Ministry and the Prayer Partners with the Women in leadership roles in our Tanzania sister parish.  A men’s 

ministry of doing small repair work in congregation and maybe beyond is getting started with questionnaires being filled out 

after the first two services in December.  Lonnie and Don will be at the back of the church asking about gifts/talents men 

may have.  We are serving the Advent meal on November 30th. 

Service 

Meals on Wheels is February 6 – February 17,  2017   

Fellowship 

Mary Weich has set up the Advent meals.  Meals will be served on Nov. 30th, Dec. 7th, Dec. 14. and Dec. 21.  Meals are 

from 6:00 to 7:00, with set up at 5:00.   

As far as Welcome and Hospitality we need to have something set up as a process for visitors.  We also want to start 

making disciples.  Pastor Steve has looked at “Starting Point Curriculum”. 

Pastoral Reports 

Pastor Steve is looking at Advent, Christmas and Lent.  He is working on the coalition Discipleship Training Team.  The 

question was raised over the weekend of how we should reach the unchurched in our area.  He would like to concentrate on 

relationships and has been taking a new look at CTS’s vision statement.  He has been spending a lot of time discerning and 

listening, it seems he is hearing a lot about solitude and silence.  

Pastor Matt is looking at arranging the next Experiencing God class.  He is also preparing for the South Dakota Vis de 

Cristo.  The youth is working on Faith Webbing and is getting ready to go spend time with older couples of the 

congregation in conversation and listening.  It is important that we engage with each other.  He is also preparing for the 

upcoming seasons. 

Conflict Resolution discussion 

There was discussion on how the board should approach concerns that are brought to the meetings by congregational 

members.  It was suggested that those with concerns express them to the board without discussion from the board.  The 

board will discuss after those with concerns have left the meeting. After the board has made their decision, the person 

bringing the conflict or concern will be contacted and a discussion with them will be held. 
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Board Position Open 

There is a need for the Fellowship Position to be filled. 

A big thank you goes to the Hospitality Board for all the wok with the Anniversary, and also to those that helped with 

hanging the doves.  

Becky Bahnfleth closed with prayer. 

Meeting adjourned 8:30 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Bahnfleth 

 

§ 

 

The Board of Spiritual Oversight met on Nov. 28 after the Board of Administration meeting, to go over proposed 

budget before our congregational meeting. Those in attendance were: Linda Cyboron, Charlie Skoglund, Becky 

Bahnfleth, Steve Jessen, Pastor Matt Bahnfleth, Pastor Steve Lund, and Greg Moen.  After discussion we had a 

motion from Charlie Skoglund seconded by Becky Bahnfleth to accept the budget with minor adjustments done by 

Greg Moen.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Bahnfleth 

 

 

WOMEN OF CHRIST THE SERVANT 

*Collecting Thank-offering Jars.....will vote on where money goes at Dec. 1st meeting 

Missions either local or abroad after tithe 

 

*Dec. 1st Gathering: 

Will start at 5pm and decorate Sanctuary. Will order in Pizza to eat at 6pm, short business meeting, 

then will finish decorating. Plan to get out Trees and decorations on The Tues or Wednesday before. 

We also plan to have Lu play violin and Amanda play harp as background music while we decorate. 

 

*Partnering with women in Tanzania. Margaret has been in contact with them. 

 

*WCTS is sponsoring a mom for Embrace Grace. We also gave money towards Christmas gifts for the 

children in Daycare.  There is $300 from our May bake sale designated to go towards changing tables 

for the bathrooms.  

 

*Also continuing collecting money from teas, coffees, and magnets. 
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HELP WANTED — We are STILL seeking two people to count offerings the 4th Sunday of each 
month.  Detailed instructions and training are available.  For more information or to volunteer, 
contact the church office.  This position has been open for 6 months; please help if you can. 
 

SEVERAL PEOPLE in our congregation meet the first Thursday of the month from 9 o’clock until 
noon to tie quilts. More helpers are needed — men, too.  We can use for insides bedspreads, mattress 
covers and old drapes. Put them in the cupboards in the fellowship hall.  This year we made 31 quilts, 
25 to Lutheran World Relief, three for high school seniors, one for Bible camp, and two for the Rescue 
Mission.  Thanks to all who helped in any way. 
 

WE HAVE HELPED with many other celebrations but not at all for this one.  We want to thank all 
those that did any of the work that made our 40th anniversary such a wonderful experience for all of 
us.  The music was outstanding, the service was great, the dinner was delicious, the tables were 
beautiful, the people that served it were gracious, and the decorated sanctuary was breathtaking.   
A lot of people did a lot of work.  Thanks, God will definitely bless you. 

Dean & Doris Hoffart 
Marilyn Woolard 

 

THANKS SO MUCH for all the food in the Food Pantry cart.  We are blessed to be a blessing! 
 

THANK YOU to the Kitchen Fundraiser — we won the drawing for the freezer and mixed quarter of 
beef. 

Rich & Deb Olson 
 

The Childcare Center is accepting donations of baby wipes this month.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated paper towels last month. 
 

Warmth, Peace and Pajamas — The Salvation Army is collecting new pajamas for their pajama 
project (children sized 8-Adult L, boys and girls).  Please consider making either a monetary donation 
or buying a new pair of pajamas so that all of Norfolk’s children can sleep in warmth. Checks made 
payable to Norfolk Salvation Army Pajama Project can be dropped off or mailed to the Salvation Army 
at 112 North 7th Street. New pajamas can be dropped off at the Salvation Army or WJAG radio station. 
Deadline is Friday, Dec. 16. 

 BIRTHDAYS 

12/4 Jeanne Nicholson 

12/8 Haleigh Roberts 

12/9 Gabriel Olson 

12/11 Sharon Boelman 

12/14 Don Knee 

12/17 Cody Loughrey 

12/17 Marilyn Woolard 

12/19 Shirley Theil 

12/23 Don Burke 

12/25 Marilyn Nickols 

12/28 Richard Sinkbeil 

12/29 Janet Hrouda 

12/29 Richard Olson 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
12/27 Matt & Becky Bahnfleth 

12/29 Leonard & Fern Zechmann 

 

 

God’s blessings to everyone celebrating this month!   

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please pro-

vide the church office with the month, day and year. 

 

December BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

YOU’RE INVITED! 

Please join Marilyn Nickols for a cake reception 

and coffee after worship on Sunday, Dec. 25, in 

celebration of her 85th birthday! 
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BRIGHT HORIZONS 
(Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) 

Items needed: yellow ruled pads, steno pads, sticky notes; 

deodorant, children and adult Tylenol, cough medicine, Band 

Aids, diapers (all the larger sizes); disinfectants, paper 

towels, toilet tissue, facial tissue; napkins, hair picks, 

shampoo, dishwashing liquid, laundry detergent, fabric 

softener, dryer sheets; gas cards, phone cards, Wal-Mart gift 

cards, grocery store gift cards. 

 

 

RESCUE MISSION 
(Feb/April/June/Aug/Oct/Dec) 

Items needed: facial tissue, toilet tissue, paper towels, 

cleaning products, disinfectants, dishwashing liquid, laundry 

detergent, fabric softener, dryer sheets, diapers (all sizes), 

deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, soap, shampoo, 

Band-Aids, Tylenol, antibiotic ointment, coffee, creamer, 

sugar, disposable plates and cups, sugar, salt, pepper, flour, 

cornstarch, ketchup, mustard, chili powder.   

CTS Lutheran Church Kitchen Fund 

 

Thank you to all those who purchased the Village Pie Maker Pies during the October fundraiser.  We sold a total 

of 36 pies.  While we have been told the cost to us will be going up; we plan to offer the Village Pie Maker Pies 

fundraiser  again in 2017.  We had a display again during the CTS Fall Boutique and sold a variety of 

items.  Two of the  hottest items seemed to be boxed greeting cards and the fancy pecan pieces from Geor-

gia.  REMEMBER, we have the fancy pecan pieces from Georgia, year round, just contact Louise Skoglund #

(402)379-4268 or myself, Joan Falke#(402)664-3057 to purchase.  With holiday baking just around the corner it 

is a great time to "stock up".  They freeze well and those who have purchased them have many positive things to 

say.  

 

Here is a recap of some other Kitchen Fund activities during October and the Fall Boutique.  Winners in the 

FREE DRAWING were:  Doris McMahon-Wausa Locker T-shirt, Lynette Wiegard-Wausa Locker T-shirt, Jill 

Barr-Morgan Childs Lemon Hand Scrub. Winners in the GUESSING GAME were:  Connie Stauffer-popcorn

(guess 1,368/actual 3,190),"Reese's Pieces" (guess 36/actual 36), Lynnette Wiegard- "Corn Candy" (guess 127/

actual 220), "Kraft Caramels" (guess 68/actual 72), Kelly Hansen-"Hersey Nuggets" (guess 41/actual 

44).  Winners in the SILENT AUCTION, the item and the person with the highest winning bid included: 

"Gingerbread Brick"-Doris McMahon, $2.00; "Farmer Brick"-Doris McMahon, $6.00; "Apron Set" (Apron w/

Cookie Cookbook, Grocery List, B-552 SS 11" tong, 1020 SS 10" whip, B-15 SS 14 1/2" high flex turner, 

MWSP-C Medium heat resistant spoon)-Shirley Helphrey, $15.00; "Cookies for a Year" (Cat Cookie Jar w/

one batch of homemade cookies per month for one (1) year)-Kathy Drda, $25.00; Peggy Karr Glass Inc. (10 

Square Peggy Carr Inc. Plate #AW10SWHIT) Mary Weich, $30.00; "eat restaurant" (dinner for two $75.00 val-

ue, tax & gratuity inc.)-Joan Falke, $30.00; "the Village Pie Maker" (a Pyrex 9.5" x 1.6" Easy Grab pie pan w/

one Village Pie Maker Inc., pie per month for one (1) year)-Joan Falke,$50.00.  The RAFFLE DRAWING win-

ner for the mixed quarter of Nebraska beef from Wausa Lockers, Wausa, NE, with a 7' cubic "Frigidaire" chest 

deepfreeze from Nebraska Appliance Center, Norfolk, NE, went to Richard and Deb Olson. 

 

If you wish to purchase any merchandise currently available from the Kitchen Fund Display, please refer to the 

2016-2017 laminated price sheet located with the display and FOLLOW the TO PURCHASE INSTRUC-

TIONS.  If an item is "out-of-stock" please speak with Louise and/or Joan as to further availability. All "Terry 

Lynn" products will have to be ordered, so please fill out the order sheet inside the spiral notebook for "Terry 

Lynn".  We hope GOOD sales can be made to give us the best possible return in raising $ONEY for the Kitchen 

Fund.  With "Master's Hand Candle Company" candles, the more we sell the better the price break.  Check out 

the internet and You-Tube for "Master's Hand Candle Company", Tekamah, NE, to learn more about some of 

the great people and companies who have partnered with us in our Kitchen Funds.  We appreciate your contin-

ued support in this project and welcome names and telephone #'s for "Willing Workers".      

 

In Service to Christ,  

Joan Falke and Louise Skoglund, co-chairs 
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Please make your own trade if you are unable to serve when scheduled, then notify the church office.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

Altar Guild:  Michelle Anderson, Kathy Rogers (communion bread: Michelle) 

Membership Care Team:  Kathy Rogers, Marsha Burke 

Offering counters: Doug & Pat Witte (Dec. 4) 

   Nell Finkral & Louise Skoglund (Dec. 11) 

   Marsha Burke & Rhonda Piske (Dec. 18) 

 

 

December worship servants 

 
Communion 

Assistants Greeters Ushers Acolytes Lector Coffee 

4 Michelle & Micheyla 

Anderson 
Broders family 

Gary & Mary 

Weich 

Katelyn A., 

Elizabeth B. 
Linda Cyboron Koeppes 

11 
Becky Bahnfleth, 

Tara Peters 

Dean & Doris 
Hoffart 

Warren Bennett, 

Dallas Puls 
Colin & Zach Gina Krohn Mary Lund 

18 
Linda Cyboron and 

Gina Krohn 
Anderson family 

Mike & Nell 

Finkral 

Katelyn & 

Emilee 
Jeremy Olson Jaegers 

25       
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