
 

   

A u g u s t  2 0 1 7  

N e w s l e t t e r  

Keeping the Faith  

for 40 years 

1976 ~ 2016 

Summer Sunday Worship – The Season of the Spirit 
Walking with Jesus in the Book of Matthew 

  

During the summer months (June, July, August) we are rotating two different styles at our 

10:00 AM worship time – one being the Service of the Word from the Lutheran Book of 

Worship and the other our contemporary format singing contemporary music. Both services 

may use music from our Renew songbook. Each service will include the Lord’s Supper 

followed by a time of fellowship. As the Holy Spirit is given to all believers, we are reminded 

that we have been commanded by our Lord to “go” and “make disciples” of all nations and 

all peoples. Our texts will encourage and empower us to go in the Name of Jesus with the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Then we will examine three parables (teachings) of Jesus 

concerning how the Kingdom of heaven grows.  

 

 August 6 – Matthew 14:13-21  9th Sunday after Pentecost 

  Jesus feeds the 5,000 

  Baptism of Daniel Rosberg 

 

 August 13 – Matthew 14:22-33  10th Sunday after Pentecost 

  Jesus walking on the sea 

 

 August 20 – Matthew 15:21-28  11th Sunday after Pentecost 

  The Canaanite woman’s daughter is healed 

 

 August 27 – Matthew 16:13-20  12h Sunday after Pentecost 

  The profession of Peter’s faith 

 

Beginning in September we will continue our journey through the Bible with Explore the Bible 

series. The next sermon series and studies (including Sunday school) will cover the books of 

Exodus and Leviticus for three months (September, October, November). 

 

 

Quarterly Mission Meeting 
Sunday, August 13, after worship  

 

Our next Quarterly Mission Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 13, after worship.  Our 

topics will include: (1) Worship schedule and format, (2) Pastor Steve’s presentation on Adult 

Faith Development – a plan he has been working on for 18 months with VantagePoint3 in 

Sioux Falls, (3) “Growing Up” congregational small group study in the fall, and (4) Formation of 

5 congregational oversight groups by the Board of Spiritual Oversight.  Please join us for this 

important meeting concerning our vision for worship and adult faith development at CTS! 
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Pastor Steve's letter:  “Five Pillars of the Reformation: #1 Grace Alone” 

 

Historians and theologians have long recognized that at the heart of the 16th Century 

Protestant Reformation were five declarations (or “solas”) that distinguished the movement 

from other expressions of the Christian faith. Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation this fall (Martin Luther posted his 95 Thesis on the door of the Wittenberg Church 

on October 31, 1517), we live in a different time with fresh challenges to our faith. Yet these 

rallying cries of the Reformation continue to speak to us, addressing a wide range of 

contemporary issues. During the next five newsletters I will be writing on each “solas” (alone): 

Grace Alone (salvation as a gift of God); Faith Alone (the doctrine of justification); God’s 

Word Alone (the authority of scripture); Christ Alone (the uniqueness of Jesus as Savior); and 

God’s Glory Alone (the majestic heart of the Christian faith and life).  Zonderan Publishing has 

published a 5-volume book series on each sola in celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation. This month we begin with Grace Alone: Salvation As a Gift of God with some of 

the main points of this volume of work by Carl E. Trueman.  

 

Grace is the heart of the Christian gospel. It is a doctrine that touches the very depths of the 

human experience because it not only reveals to us the very heart of God but draws us back 

into that precious communion with God that was so tragically lost at the Fall in Genesis 3. 

While grace is defined as the “unmerited, undeserved, and unearned” love of God toward 

us, grace is far more than an attitude or sentiment in God. God does not turn a blind eye to 

human rebellion but tackles it head-on in the person and work of His Son, Jesus Christ. God’s 

grace is a costly grace, in that, grace cost God the sacrificial life of His Son, Jesus, on the 

cross. Martin Luther defined this costly grace in his meaning of the Second Article of the 

Apostles’ Creed. He wrote: “At great cost he has saved and redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned person. He has freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil—not with 

silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.” As 

the popular acronym defines G.R.A.C.E. = God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. The Bible 

constantly connects grace to Christ, and the best theologians of the Christian faith have 

always made this connection central to their understanding and articulation of grace. To talk 

about grace is to talk about Christ. We can never talk about grace unless we talk about the 

costly grace of Jesus on the cross paying the debt of our sin. Grace is never a divine 

sentiment, a decision or a tendency in God to overlook our sin as an overindulgent parent 

might when dealing with a naughty child. Grace is not a love given to us that simply turns a 

blind eye to our human rebellion as if grace is a free pass to do whatever we choose to do.  

 

Grace is God’s response to the Fall, and it must always be understood in that context. This 

means our understanding of sin inevitably shapes our understanding of grace, and our 

understanding of grace will reveal what we think about sin. When we FULLY understand the 

destructive and pervasive effects of the Fall, the more clearly we will understand our need for 

grace to address our fundamental problem. As previously stated, God did not choose to 

overlook our sin and treat us as if nothing had happened. The original plan of Eden had been 

ruptured. In Adam and Eve, we live in condemnation and death for our sin and rebellion. 

Thus, grace was needed on God’s part because sin requires atonement. As one looks at both 

the Old and New Testament, a biblical understanding of grace recognizes the biblical 

context and system of sacrifice and its eventual fulfillment and culmination in the work of 

Jesus on the cross. Grace is powerful, overwhelming, and transformative. It shatters our 

notions of autonomy (do what we please), it heals our deepest wounds (broken 

relationships), and it meets the deepest longings of the human heart (being loved by God).  
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The role and understanding of God’s grace has been debated over the centuries, primarily 

between Augustine and Pelagius. These two thoughts have divided the church through the 

ages. Pelagius believed to understand grace there is only one mover of salvation, and it is 

human. Augustine believed the opposite and to understand grace there is one mover, and 

that is God. Humans are passive toward grace, which is both prevenient and irresistible. Other 

theologians added two more views toward grace. One where there are two movers in 

grace—God and humans where humans have the decisive role (“Semi-Pelagianism”) and 

another where both God and humans are movers but God moves first and grace is 

prevenient but not irresistible (“Semi-Augustianism”). You can begin to understand the 

confusion and battlegrounds for understanding God’s grace. When it comes to grace, Martin 

Luther stands firmly on the shoulders of Augustine and condemned Pelagianism of any kind. 

Luther’s major contribution to the Reformation came with his development of the doctrine of 

“justification by grace through faith.” This doctrine was crucial to the development of all five 

of the famous Reformation solas. The importance of Luther is how he connects grace, Christ, 

and justification in his works and writings. “For Luther, to fail to make faith itself an act of 

God’s grace is to subvert the whole notion, to smuggle a work in through the back door and 

to offer a view of salvation that is built in a very real sense on human merit. Theologically that 

derogates from the work of Christ, and pastorally it jeopardizes that most Protestant of 

pastoral distinctive, Christian assurance. If anything decisive at all is left in the power of the 

individual, be it faith or the performance of good works, then the chair of assured salvation is 

compromised such that assurance is effectively impossible.” (p. 131)  

 

Carl Trueman, after giving a biblical review of grace in the Bible and the church through the 

Reformation, concludes his book on understanding God’s grace in the church, in the Word, 

in the Sacraments (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper), and in prayer. He concludes Grace Alone 

by asking us: “What would a ‘grace-alone’ church look like today? How might we recognize 

such a church when we see it?” He identifies 10 key characteristics: (1) A “grace-alone” 

church takes sin seriously. If we attend church in order to feel good about ourselves or to 

learn some tips on how to live better, then we are missing the point. Until we see sin as the 

problem, we will not understand God’s grace. (2) A “grace-alone” church takes Christ 

seriously. If sin is the problem, grace is not God’s benevolent decision to ignore it. Grace is 

God’s action to deal with sin, in Christ and in the application of Christ to the individual by the 

Holy Spirit. (3) A “grace-alone” church takes God’s priority in personal salvation seriously. 

God’s sovereign priority over creation and over the church and its people is preached with 

the confidence that the Holy Spirit is using the Word to bring people to Christ. (4) A “grace-

alone” church takes assurance seriously. God’s grace in Christ means that we can be 

confident that God will love and care for us until we are safely home. (5)  A “grace-alone” 

church takes the corporate gathering of the visible church seriously. For the Reformers, the 

gathering of the visible church was the most important thing we can do. (6) A “grace-alone” 

church takes the Bible seriously. If we take grace seriously then we will inevitably take the 

Bible seriously (read it daily). (7) A “grace-alone” church takes preaching seriously. Preaching 

is not mere information, the Word brings grace and is supernatural. (8) A “grace-alone” 

church takes baptism seriously. Baptism is all about God’s grace, not our response.  (9) A 

“grace-alone” church take the Lord’s Supper seriously. The Lord’s Supper gives us Christ as a 

means of grace to us with His presence. (10) A “grace-alone” church takes prayer seriously. 

This is because a church only exists in complete and total dependence on God himself.  

Trueman writes: “Grace is a vital doctrine, not simply for the church’s theological confession, 

but also for the church’s theological practice. It is a doctrine with profound theological, 
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existential, and practical consequences.” And then he explains why a proper understanding 

of grace is still needed today. “. . . we live in an age that attempts to provide trivial answers 

to our deepest needs. We might deny our sinfulness and God’s holiness for a time. We might 

temporarily distract ourselves from the reality of our own mortality and the judgment to follow. 

But sooner or later we all know that we need something more than entertainment or a self-

help book to address the deeper issues of life: evil, suffering, death. In this context we need a 

serious theology and a serious understanding of human existence. And at the heart of any 

such lies a biblical doctrine of grace, one which does not deny the very real problem of life in 

a fallen world but which nonetheless asserts God’s loving sovereignty over his people come 

what may.” And then he concludes with these words. “Grace is a doctrine that should grip 

our whole being because it confronts our whole being . . . Each Sunday as we partake of the 

means of grace (Word and Sacraments), we are being transformed into which God would 

have us to be, strengthened for challenges that lie in the week ahead, and being drawn 

closer to heaven, our eternal destiny.” (pp. 242-243) 

 

May the GRACE of God continue to sustain and be upon you, 

 

 

W.O.W. Worship (Worship on Wednesdays) 
  Summer months (6:30 PM) 

 

Our W.O.W. (Worship on Wednesdays) will continue during the month of August at 6:30 p.m. 

Our theme is the “Very truly, I tell you” sayings of Jesus in the gospel of John. The worship 

format includes 2-3 songs, a responsive psalm reading, a scripture reading, prayer, and a 

short message. This service and message will be different than our Sunday worship so you are 

invited to come if you are out-of-town on the weekends or if you would like a boost during 

the middle of the week. We hope that many of you will join us for this special, informal and 

weekly worship! 

 

 

Growing Up Small Group Study 
Beginning the week of September 17 

 

Members of CTS are being invited and encouraged to gather in small groups of 6-8 people 

and have caring conversations around three important questions: (1) Who is God? (2) Who 

am I? (3) What am I to do with my life? Growing Up is an introduction to faith formation and 

discipleship. Co-author Randy Reese states that “transformation of the person is more likely to 

come about with good questions in good company over time.” Growing Up will be explained 

at our Quarterly Mission Meeting with a starting week of September 17.  Sign-up sheets will be 

placed at the church for each day of the week with three times on each day (morning, 

afternoon, evening) to fit your schedule. Growing Up is an 8-week introduction to The Journey 

and other discipleship models to follow. Please prayerfully consider being a participant in a 

Growing Up Small Group this fall!!! 
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“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field.  But while everyone was 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.  When the wheat 

sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The owner's servants came to him and 

said, `Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An 

enemy did this,' he replied.’ ” John 17:9-11 

 

Summer – it’s just about over, well at least for school kids, and no doubt that has parents 

singing that jingle of the end of summer (used by Staples) “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 

Year.”   I have visions of parents riding up and down aisles in carts laden with school supplies, 

singing and joyful, while the children stand and stare scornfully at their parents – ahhh.  But 

more important is to recognize for the people of the Church that just as time progresses and we 

prepare to also move from summer to fall, we continue to move closer and closer to the 

harvest, God’s harvest, every day. Our time of “recreation and summer fun” draws to a close 

and we too are called back into the most wonderful time of the year; not the beginning of 

school, silly, but to awaken to the fact that we have been a part of what is called Ordinary Time 

in the Church year, or for those with adept color vision – The Green Season.   It is a wonderful 

time, and it has been upon us and around us ever since June 11 when we began with Holy 

Trinity Sunday following Pentecost.   

 

Many youth and adults have put this time to good use in Bible study and mission, some in 

special study, and some in growing in worship and service; and what a blessing it is for those 

who keep working to be a part of the growing process in the life of faith.  The text for this week 

as I write is about the wheat and the weeds and it is considered to be one of the most important 

parables.  You know the story—man plants good wheat, while “sleeping” the enemy plants 

weed, employees see it growing and go, “Hey boss, what is wrong with you that you would 

plant bad seed?”  Boss looks at them and thinks – “Really, why would I plant bad seed?”  

Employees try to help – “We will rip it all out for you!  That will help!  Right boss?”  Boss 

emphatically says, “NO – don’t do that.  This stuff looks the same above ground till it bears 

fruit, it entangles the root systems under ground, and the fruit is poisonous so we need to do 

this right.  If you do it now, we are going to have a problem and you probably can’t tell them 

apart anyway.  Just wait till it’s the time to pull it in and I will straighten this out for good!” 

 

In the midst of a world, and the Church (God’s Divine institution run by broken humans), too 

often we find ourselves trying to be free of weeds.  We somehow think that in our life, in our 

family, in our work, and in our congregation we can make it a pure wheat field and that this 

problem should be someone else’s problem.  God’s answer is impossible here.  How would we 

who are weedy ourselves distinguish between weeds and wheat?  So ours is not to worry about 

the field and the harvest.   BUT, can my own plot be less weedy?  Note that the master explains 

that an enemy comes, and he does so when we are “sleeping.”  The danger of a Christian life in 

the fields of this world are less about the things we will encounter, than the things that we 

allow to happen in ourselves.    

 

Pastor matt’s letter 
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Being one who “slept” for many years: to awaken to not only what God was offering and 

providing to me, but also to the realization of what I had missed, I care that people are called to 

stay awake, not to fall asleep spiritually (as in a lack of study and involvement and mission) 

because that is when the enemy plants his most dangerous seed.  To become complacent, 

comfortable, assured in our faith in a way that lacks struggle, learning and our sacrifice is a 

sign that the enemy has been planting.  So how can I become less weedy? First, recognize like 

the servants that weeds have been planted; and don’t go looking in other’s yards to find them, 

they are in your own yard just as they are in mine.  Then is the work of pulling at them and 

removing them; and that action is hard and can hurt, but it produces room for the Spirit to grow 

a harvest that will blossom and bear fruit.  Finally, trust the Lord of the harvest. He knows what 

He is doing.  And that leaves me with the joyous work of learning and growing and seeking to 

be faithful and obedient.  The rest will be sorted in the end.   PEACE 

YOUTH CALENDAR 

 

Thanks to all who supported our youth this summer who were able to be a part of special 

learning and ministry opportunities.  Blake Olson, Colin Broders, Elizabeth Broders, Emilee 

Olson, Carter Olson, and Becky and Pastor Matt all appreciated your support and prayers to 

make their mission opportunities successful.  Please take some time and talk to the youth about 

what they experienced and learned this summer.  You might just want to join them.   

 

Remember Who YOU ARE: Baptism – a Model for Christian Life 
A SUNDAY MORNING Bible study and look into Baptism and what it means to us for our 

lives.  This is an 8 week study held on Sunday mornings BEGINNING AT 8:30 AM that 

began JUNE 4th. There is a book that corresponds to the class and the cost of the book is 

$12.00 including shipping.  Please let Pastor Matt know as soon as you can so that a book can 

be secured for you.  This study is intended to be for a mixed group of learners, youth and sage 

alike.  Please sign up outside the main office door to participate.    

 

A HUGE thank you to EVERYONE who played some part in the ROOTED Day Camp this 

year.  It was an amazing week with much happening, and even more than the youth growth was 

the personal awakenings of so many to faith in the community.  Especially let me thank all the 

MEN who came and witnessed to their faith in such powerful ways; you will never know the 

effects that will have on the youth.  God bless you all as you have blessed others. 
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Why Christians Should Give 

Giving is an important part of being a Christian.  There are many reasons to give and the following will 

help people understand the importance of giving: 

 

1. Giving acknowledges God’s ownership.  God has created and still owns all things.  “The earth is 

the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).  We are the 

managers of all that God entrusts to us.  When we give, we are merely returning a portion of what 

God has already given to us (1 Corinthians 4:7). 

 

2. Giving expresses our gratitude and thanksgiving to God.  King David wrote, “Now, our God, 

we give you thanks and praise your glorious name.  But who am I, and who are my people, that we 

should be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes from you and we have given you 

only what comes from your hand” (1 Chronicles 29:13-15).  David understood God’s awesome 

love and generosity.  David saw the joy that his people had in responding to God’s love and care by 

giving to the building of the temple.  It was his prayer that their commitment and generous giving 

to the Lord would continue forever. 

 

3. Giving demonstrates our faith and obedience.  Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what I 

command” (John 14:15).  In 1 Corinthians 16:2 we read, “On the first day of every week, each one 

of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.”  God’s Word is clear that we 

are expected to give on a regular basis in accordance with our blessings.  Through faith, God 

strengthens us so we can give generously. 

 

4. Giving is an act of worship.  God is glorified when we faithfully give him our first and best.  

Proverbs 3:9 reads, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.”  

When we make giving a priority, we honor God.  If we give God our leftovers, we dishonor him. 

 

5. Giving helps break the power that money can have over us.  By nature, we are selfish people, 

and money can become overly important to us.  Jesus warns us in Luke 12:15: “Watch out!  Be on 

your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.”  We are to possess our possessions rather than let them possess us.  Through our 

faithful giving, we are empowered by God to overcome our desire to hoard what he has given to us. 

 

6. Giving gives us the opportunity to experience the joy in giving.  As nice as it is to get gifts, it is 

even more meaningful to give them.  When we give, we quickly discover true joy.  In Acts 20:35 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 

7. Giving helps the needy.  During Jesus’ life on earth, he gave sight to the blind, food for the 

hungry, and comfort for the hurting.  In the same way, we are called to use our lives and resources 

to help the needy.  “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 

those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10).  The Apostle John wrote, “If anyone 

has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him?” (1 John 3:17).  Through the working of the Holy Spirit, God will open our eyes 

and our hearts to those who need our support. 

STEWARDSHIP BLEEP 
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Continued from previous page 

 

8. Giving gives God the opportunity to supply us with more to give.  God wants us to be his 

channels.  God’s love, mercy, and grace flow through us.  He never stops giving to us, and he wants 

us to share our blessings with others and to extend his kingdom.  Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:8 wrote, 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work.”  In verse 11 we read, “You will be made rich in 

every way so that you can be generous on every occasion and through us your generosity will result 

in thanksgiving to God.”  God blesses us so we can be a blessing to others through our generosity. 

 

9. Giving imitates God.  “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God” (Ephesians 5:1).  When we give, we mirror the nature of God.  Through our faithful giving, 

we become more like him.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Our Lord is a loving 

and giving God.  As we imitate his compassion and giving in our stewardship lives, we give a clear 

witness to what is really important to us. 

 

10. Giving provides the funding for our church’s mission and ministry.  We give to support the 

various ministries of our church.  Through the giving of our time, talents, and money, we enable 

our church to spread the Good News of Jesus’ love and saving grace to both the churched and the 

unchurched. 

WOMEN OF CHRIST THE SERVANT 
 

“Seek the Lord and his strength: seek his presence continually!” — Psalm 105:4 
 
 
Present:  Fern Zechmann, president; Jo Roberts, treasurer; Linda Shaffer, secretary  
 
Fern opened meeting in devotional and  prayer 
 
 June minutes approved online 
 
 WCTS account balance is $1546.72   
 
 No Vice President candidate yet … the WCTS Board will dissolve 
 
 Need to decide what to do with the Board funds 
 
 With no Vice President, this will be the final meeting** 
 
 Linda turned in the binders of prior minutes to the church office 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
 
**There will be a meeting after worship on Sunday, Aug. 20, for all women of the congregation. 
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Board of Spiritual Oversight Meeting 
July 18, 2017 

6:30 PM 
 
Attendance: Brian Anderson, Linda Cyboron, Steve Jessen, Deb Olson, Doug Witte, Pastor Steve, Pastor Matt. 
Absent: None 
 
Opening Devotions: Steve Jessen opened the meeting with devotions from Jesus Calling. 
 
Approval of June 20 minutes: The minutes were approved with one typo correction under Adult Faith 
Development (3) where “n” should read “in”. 
 
Board Agenda was approved as presented. 
 
Financial Report: the report was received from the Board of Administration (Greg Moen is producing the 
reports each month and working on reconciling his QuickBooks with Christensen’s). Deficit has improved to 
$9,004.12 through June compared to $9,665.27 behind expenses through May. Steve J. mentioned this has 
been the pattern for the past few years and giving usually catches up in the fall months (especially in November 
and December). 
 
Congregational Oversight: Pastor Steve is still working on dividing the congregation into five oversight groups 
where one Board member will have oversight over one group. These five oversight groups will be emailed to 
each Board member for review with Board discussion after our special congregational meeting after worship 
on Sunday, July 30. 
 
Teen Mom Childcare: The Teen Mom Oversight Committee is asking the Board of Administration to expand the 
fenced in area by the church due to number of children and the donation of a swing set. Discussion was held on 
how far to extend the fence since if it includes the exit door in the sanctuary, certain codes would require a 
sidewalk and another gate. The cost of the extended fence would be less than $300 and covered by fund-
raisers. Also, a concern was raised to make sure our licensure is in compliance when Danita is not here (that 
Lisa and Amanda have the qualifications). It is assumed both of them are but we will check with Danita to make 
sure. Both issues (both extending fence up to exit door and licensure compliance) will be discussed at the next 
Teen Mom Oversight Committee meeting. 
 
Discipleship (Doug): Day camp (June 26-29) was very successful with 36 youth, 4 Okoboji counselors and some 
20 adult volunteers. Discussion was held on follow-up to non-CTS families who attended who may not have a 
church connection. Both pastors are having an adult class before worship during the summer. Sunday school 
will continue the Explore the Bible curriculum for the fall with Rally Day on Sunday, September 10. Pastor Matt 
and Pastor Steve will meet with Doug Witte on July 30 after the Board meets to discuss the five congregational 
oversight groups. (Doug is the new Board member with primary responsibility in the area of Discipleship.) 
 
Worship (Brian): Both summer worship and W.O.W. (Worship on Wednesdays) are going well. Brian has 
received many positive comments on W.O.W. At the next Quarterly Mission Meeting (August 13), our worship 
schedule and format will be discussed. Emily Svitak (our contemporary worship leader) is back from her 9-
month leave with YWAM (Youth With A Mission) in South Africa on School of Biblical Studies. Hopefully, she 
will be resuming her worship role again this fall. 
 
Outreach (Linda): Linda reported that her Ministry Team will meet soon after a short break due to her 
“missionary” family being home in Nebraska. She hopes to begin our Eucharistic Ministry soon (will talk to Gina 
Krohn). 
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Fellowship (Deb): Will continue our 2nd Sunday potlucks into the fall (Rally Day is September 10). Reported that 
both the 4th of July parade and potluck at our picnic area to watch “Big, Bang, Boom” on July 1 was a success. 
Both events were opportunities to get the word out about CTS. If WNA (Wednesday Night Alive) starts again in 
the fall, her Ministry Team will coordinate the meal each week. 
 
Pastor Matt: Pastor Matt was very impressed with NEXUS in Des Moines, IA, where both he and Blake Olson 
attended (60 people present). He hopes to take more high school juniors/seniors next year. He is arranging 
meetings with members to discuss the importance of Faith Webbing with our youth. He is working on the fall 
schedule: confirmation, recharges at Okoboji, next year’s NEXUS. He and Becky will be on vacation July 21-28 
to Virginia. 
 
Pastor Steve: Pastor Steve shared the high interest in The Secrets of the Vine adult class this summer before 
worship. He will be scheduling visits with those in the 50’s and 60’s to discuss the topic of finishing well using 
four guiding questions. Pastor Steve has actively been involved with VantagePoint3 in preparing a plan for 
ongoing adult faith development. He will be presenting his work with the congregation at the next Quarterly 
Mission Meeting on August 13 after worship. He has been working with a guiding coalition with 4 other CTS 
members as well. He is also working on an 8-week small group congregational study on “Growing Up” as the 
first step in adult faith development this fall. 
 
Quarterly Mission Meeting: The Board set the next Quarterly Mission Meeting for Sunday, August 13. Topics 
for discussion: Worship Schedule and Format; Adult Faith Development by Pastor Steve; “Growing Up” 
congregational small group study; and Presentation on Five Congregational Oversight Groups. 
 
Adjournment: We adjourned at 7:35 PM 
 
Closing Prayer was given by Brian Anderson. 

CTS Little Servants/Teen Mom Childcare updates 

We serve an awesome God. 

The end of June into the beginning of July, we had a practicum student here, which the kids loved. Tristan is a 
student at Peru State College.  

We currently have 17 children enrolled with 3 on a waiting list.  Three are teen moms, three are part-time, and 
11 are full-time. 

We have raised almost enough money for the play yard fence expansion.  Thank you to those who purchased 
goodies from our bake sale/fundraiser on July 16 to buy the supplies needed. 

It is hard to believe that in a few short weeks it has been a year since God put it on my heart to become the 
director of the childcare when the others stepped away.  I have been blessed in so many ways through the pro-
cess.  I have seen how amazing God is when you listen to Him.  He has provided me with some pretty amazing 
kids that I couldn’t be happier watching grow and learn.  I look forward to continuing to grow in my own faith 
as well as teach the children and their parents what an awesome God we serve and to teach them how much 
He loves each one of them. 

Danita  Broders, program director 
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Board of Administration meeting 

July 17, 2017 

6:30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT Richard Hillrichs, chairman; Steve Freese, Greg Moen, Wanda Muhs, Jan Puls,  

Pat Witte 

ABSENT Warren Bennett 

 

Richard called this meeting to order and offered the opening prayer.  Tonight’s agenda was reviewed.  

Last month’s minutes were reviewed.  Wanda offered a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by 

Steve; motion carried. 

 

Old business: 

New rugs were purchased at a cost of $372.84 and our service with Appeara was cancelled. 

 

Kathy purchased a used laptop for $100 at the Norfolk Public Schools technology sale. 

 

Update on deck (parsonage) and fascia (church):  Wanda reported on the estimates she has received for 

labor and materials for these two projects.   

Soffit and fascia materials = $1,350.57 (Century Lumber)  

Labor    = $3,000 (Dave Unkle) 

Deck on parsonage (these numbers are for a 28x16-ft deck):  

Menards 

composite and vinyl railing $5,216.58 

wood w/vinyl railing $3,273.81 

all wood $2,940.94 

Century Lumber 

composite $7,255.19 (Wanda thinks this figure includes steps) 

wood $2,502.67 

Labor = $7,000 for deck installation 

Menards charges to deliver; unknown if Century Lumber charges for delivery 

 

This will be brought to the congregational meeting on July 30th 

 

New business: 

A request has been made by the childcare center to expand the fenced-in area to the north, up to the fire 

exit on the east side, so they can take the children outside through the sanctuary.  Because it is a fire 

exit, the City requires a sidewalk as well as another gate.  It was decided to table the issue until we 

have more information, in writing, about requirements and regulations. 

 

Bills for approval: 

Green Line Equipment $64.13 

Rugs $372.84  (charged to Visa) 

Laptop $100 (Kathy paid cash) 

 

Wanda offered a motion to approve paying all bills, seconded by Pat; motion carried. 
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Reports: 

Financial (Greg): see attached.  Greg clarified that a deficit is giving (offerings) vs. actual expenses; we 

are either meeting our budget or we are not.  He stressed the importance of having accurate fund 

balances.  Richard clarified that Greg was appointed last month as financial secretary.  Greg was 

excused at 8:30. 

 

Church Finance (Jan):  Account balances as of June 30 

Checking = $36,356.98 

Savings = $11,128.32 

Endowment = $7,140.89 

 

Membership/Stewardship (Pat):  They will send out pledge cards in September.  There will be a 

stewardship “bleep” in the bulletin each week as well as something in the newsletter.  They are 

developing a letter to send to people who haven’t been here for awhile.  They also send cards to 

visitors. 

 

Personnel (Steve):  They are getting the personnel committee going; Arlynn Boelman and Linda Miller 

will continue serving on this committee. 

 

There being no further business, Jan offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Steve. 

 

Next meeting: August 21, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathy Rogers 

Administrative Assistant 
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 June YTD

Income

Member Offerings 18,926.82        109,546.84    

Non Member Offering 800.00             3,507.86         
Coffee Hour Donations 51.25                240.25            

Designated Reimburse, Church use, misc 94.00                1,799.89         

Designated Day Camp 468.85             468.85            

Designated Missions 1,695.00          3,095.00         

Designated A Cyboron -                    125.00            
Designated B Cyboron -                    3,000.00         

Designated Weich 20.00                140.00            

Designated Day Care/income 5,237.49          31,879.21      

Designated Good Samaritan 50.00                300.00            
Designated Tanzania 275.00             913.00            

Interest Income 3.74                  21.18              

Total 27,622.15       155,037.08    

Expenses

Administration 13,926.42        92,475.00      

Church Building 2,732.76          17,607.64      

Parsonage 314.43             2,380.20         

Discipleship 599.39             2,209.52         

Fellowship/Evangelism 940.85             3,532.33         

Church Mission Giving 400.00             2,400.00         
Local Benevolence 792.05             2,473.55         

Worship 131.44             1,179.35         

Day Care 4,641.36          32,041.76      
Total 24,478.70       156,299.35    

June YTD

General Income 19,925.81        115,416.02    

Less General Expenses 19,837.34        124,257.59    

Church General  Income 88.47                (8,841.57)       

Day Care Income 5,237.49          31,879.21      

Less Day Care Expenses 4,641.36          32,041.76      

                  Net  Day care Income 596.13             (162.55)           

Net Church Total Income 684.60             (9,004.12)       

June YTD

Income

Donations & Grants 160.00            

Other (private fees) 1,345.39          7,872.27         

State Reimbursement(fees & food) 3,892.10          23,846.94      

Total Income 5,237.49          31,879.21      

Expenses -                   

Payroll Wages 3,951.75          25,733.21      

FICA Expense 302.30             1,968.59         

Food & Supplies 366.81             2,897.27         

Training 95.00              

Other 20.50                1,347.69         

Total Expenses 4,641.36          32,041.76      

Day Care Net Income 596.13             (162.55)          

Day Care Income & Expenses

Income Statement

2017 Income & Expenses
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BRIGHT HORIZONS 

Items needed: yellow ruled pads, steno pads, sticky 

notes; deodorant, children and adult Tylenol, cough 

medicine, Band Aids, diapers (all the larger sizes); 

disinfectants, paper towels, toilet tissue, facial tissue; 

napkins, hair picks, shampoo, dishwashing liquid, 

laundry detergent, fabric softener, dryer sheets; gas 

cards, phone cards, Wal-Mart gift cards, grocery store 

gift cards. 

 

RESCUE MISSION 

Items needed: facial tissue, toilet tissue, paper towels, 

cleaning products, disinfectants, dishwashing liquid, 

laundry detergent, fabric softener, dryer sheets, diapers 

(all sizes), deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, 

soap, shampoo, Band-Aids, Tylenol, antibiotic 

ointment, coffee, creamer, sugar, disposable plates and 

cups, sugar, salt, pepper, flour, cornstarch, ketchup, 

mustard, chili powder.   

BIRTHDAYS 

8-3 Orlin Olson, Lacy Rehan 

8-5 Myron Falter 

8-12 Deb Sheppard 

8-16 Jim Meyer 

8-17 Judy Carstens 

8-18 Ellie Hinrichs 

8-21 Kris Lee, Chuck Nicholson, Mary Weich 

8-27 Merlin Lee, Siarra Sheppard 

8-29 Roger Young 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Orville & Alvina Heller  Aug. 3rd 

Kevin & Rhonda Piske  Aug. 6th 

Jason & Stacy Jones  Aug. 26th 

Jerry & Linda Shaffer  Aug. 31st 

 

Congratulations and God’s blessings to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, 

please contact the church office. 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & MORE 

FREE TO GOOD 

HOME(S):  Five 

adorable orange 

kittens (4 months 

old).  If interested, 

please come talk to 

Kathy in the office 

or call 379-9341. 

GREENfiber  

Community Paper Recycling Program 

Recycle with GreenFiber and raise money,      

reduce waste, and conserve natural resources. 
 

Acceptable items:  newspapers, phone books, 

office paper, cardboard, cereal boxes, magazines, 

brown paper bags, construction paper 
 

Unacceptable items: glass, metal, plastic bottles, 

plastic gabs, aluminum, string, Styrofoam 
 

Please do not put anything in plastic bags. 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

July 20 
Funeral of Galen L. Thompson 

(4/29/51--7/16/17) 

Norfolk Rescue Mission 

10th annual Book Sale 

August 25-27 

Sunset Plaza Mall 

DONATIONS 
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